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SUB J : RHODESIA- VATICAN REACTION TO SLAYING OF MISSIONARIES 

1 . POPE PAUL IN A PUBLIC STATEMENT ONSUNDAY, FEBRUARY 
13, STRONGLY CONDEMNED THE FEBRUARY 7 KILLING OF SEVEN 
CATHOLIC MISSIONARIES IN MUSAMI, RHODESIA. ALTHOUGH HE 
SAID A "RACIAL FIGHT"' IS BEING REPRESSED IN RHODESIA, THE 
PRESENCE AND ACTIVITIES OF MISSIONARIES IS EXTRANEOUS TO IT 
AND THAT "THEIR SOLIDARITY WITH CAUSE OF JUSTICE ENTITLES 

THEM TO GRATITUDE AND SYMPATHY." THUS HE HOPED THAT THIS "EPISODE 
OF BLIND VIOLENCE" WAS TEMPORARY. 

2. /COMMENT/: POPE PAUL WAS PARTICULARLY DISTRESSED BY THIS 
INCIDENCE OF VIOLENCE BY BLACK GUERRILLAS AGAINST CATHOLIC 
MISSIONARIES BECAUSE THE CHURCH IN RHODESIA HAS BEEN PUBLICLY 
IDENTIFIED WITH THE CAUSE OF RACIAL JUSTICE FOR THE BLACK 
MAJORITY. IN FACT, BISHOP DONAL LAMONT, THE CATHOLIC BISHOP 
OF UMTALI, HAS BECOME AN INTERNATIONAL SYMBOL FOR THIS CAUSE, 

AND ONLY YESTERDAY, FEBRUARY 14, HE APPEALED A 10- YEAR JAIL 
SENTENCE FOR NOT REPORTING THE PRESENCE OF BLACK NATIONALIST 
GUERRILLAS IN HIS DIOCESE TO THE AUTHORITIES . B EAUDR Y 
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